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e City Below the Hill

Saint-Henri is one of the neighbourhoods in Quebec’s former industrial heart-
land, the low-lying area south and west of downtown Montreal. It is a historically
French-Canadian and Irish working class district that has experienced rapid gentrifi-
cation in the last decade.

Settled by tanners of animal hides as early as 1685, the area became known as
the “Village des Tanneries.” The construction of the Lachine Canal in the early 19th
century brought rapid growth and industrialization to the sleepy village of artisans
and farmers, and the area incorporated as the City of Saint-Henri in 1875. By the
time Montreal annexed the town in 1905, it was the largest industrial centre in all
of Canada, known for its heavily unionized and close-knit residents. A long period
of de-industrialisation and economic decline followed World War II. Highway
construction in the 1960s demolished hundreds of homes and fragmented the
neighbourhood spatially, effectively cutting off the eastern and western halves.
Between 1966 and 2001, the population fell by almost fifty percent—to 13,563 from
26,699. When the Lachine Canal closed to shipping in 2002, the City of Montreal
invested millions in encouraging private developers to create mixed-use business and
residential properties in the former warehouses on the waterfront. The redevelop-
ment has begun to reverse Saint-Henri’s population loss but also triggered a wave of
gentrification, centered on the Canal, that has displaced many former residents while
exacerbating income inequality and social stratification in the neighbourhood.

While parts of Saint-Henri continue to gentrify, other areas retain their tradition-
al character or have been resettled by immigrants. Almost a third of all renters live in
social housing, and the area as a whole continues to have a high incidence of poverty.
Dozens of contaminated sites can be found in Saint-Henri, and the rates of cancer,
hospitalisation, and death from respiratory disease are higher than in Montreal as a
whole. Many community organizations grapple with these issues daily as they work
to improve life in the neighbourhood.
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eighbourhood Organizations

Pro-Vert Sud Ouest
http://www.provert.org
75, Sir Georges-Etienne Cartier 75, Sir-George-Etienne-Cartier
Bureau 200 Local 021
Montréal, QC H4C 3A1 Montréal, QC H4C 3A1
514-937-9813 514-935-8120

Solidarité Saint-Henri
heep://www.solidarite-sh.org

POPIR Comité Logement RESO
http://lepopir.blogspot.com http://www.resomtl.com
4017, Notre Dame Ouest 1751, Richardson, Suite 6509
Montréal, QC, H4C 1R3 Montréal, QC H3K 1G6
514-935-4649 514-931-5737

Citizens Committee of the Village Des Tanneries
heep://www.villagedestanneries.com

A Post-Naturalist Field Kit for Saint-Henri, Montreal
a project by Sarah Kanouse
for the Arts & Cartography Workshop
Concordia University
September 2010

Thanks to Gina Badger, John Bradley, Pierre Brisset, Sébastien Caquard, Pierre Gauthier, Manuel
Johnson, Marcus Lobb, Jody Negley, Jason Prince, Amy Twigge
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POST-NATURALIST

aint-henri
MONTREAL



